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Something Parsonal by Rev. Joseph Phipps 

Several years ago, I shared the following story.  The point, I believe, is relevant to our “post big building” time 
here on 23rd Street, so I thought I would share it again: 
There was a village that was hosting an important nobleman, and they sought to impress him by organizing a 
feast.  Since the village was in a region noted for its vineyards, the villagers decided that they would have 
everyone bring a bottle of their best wine and pour it into a giant vat, from which they would serve the guest of 
honor as well as everyone else at the feast. 
 

One villager was reluctant to bear the loss of his best wine, so he came up with a plan: he decided he would 
bring a bottle but filled only with water.  He figured that one bottle of water mixed in with everyone else’s wine 
would go unnoticed.  When the time came, he approached the vat, emptied his bottle into it, and walked away 
with no one the wiser. 
 

At the feast, the vat was carried forth with great ceremony, and the nobleman dipped his ladle into it and drew 
out the first cup.  He took a drink, and to his great surprise – and everyone else’s great embarrassment – the 
cup contained only water!  It seems every villager had the same idea.  Each thought that no one would notice if 
their contribution was missing because they all assumed that everyone else would give theirs. 
 

Another story, this one true, brings the point home: there is a small church in the mountains of Germany that 
has no internal source of light: no lamps, no chandeliers, not even windows.  The expectation is that everyone 
who comes to worship will bring a candle, and when everyone is in attendance, there will be plenty of light for 
the service.  Of course, the opposite is true: if too many people stay away, the proceedings will be dim. 
 

The point of both of these stories should be obvious: we often treat our local church like an institution that 
exists and thrives regardless of our personal involvement.  Someone will be there, someone will do this and 
that, and if we participate, it’s just icing on the cake.  But “the church” is us; we are that someone.  If we don’t 
attend, there’s not only no icing, eventually there is no cake. 
 

If we think about our involvement in our local church, and value that church at all, we should ask ourselves, 
“What would happen if everyone attended like I do?  What would happen if everyone volunteered the way that I 
do?  What if everyone prayed for it, gave to it, or invited people to it on the same level as I do?”  If the honest 
answer is that the church would thrive, then great!  Keep at it! 
 

If the honest answer is that church would suffer, then it’s time to admit that our commitment depends too much 
on others taking up the burden. 
 

Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ”.  Consider that 
verse: “Carry one another’s burdens.”  How does that work?  If everyone has a burden, what’s the point of 
sharing them?  In fact, a few verses later it says, “each one should carry his own load.”  Wait a minute, Paul, 
you just said we are to bear one another’s burdens, and now you say that we’re to carry our own!  Which is it? 
 

Continued  
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Remember to fill out and 
return your pledge 

commitment cards for 2023. 
For automatic payments, 
please see Dawn in the 

church office to fill out a form 
for changes to existing 

payments or if you would like 
to sign up. 

 

 
 Monday – Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Church office closed 

 

January 2 

 

It’s actually both, because our determination is to be a help to one another, 
not a burden.  We should be eager to help shoulder the burdens of others, 
at the same time not shirking our responsibility for our own.  We should not 
expect others to do for us what we are unwilling to do for ourselves.  We 
should not expect others to take on responsibilities that we ourselves avoid. 
 

This community of faith has gone through some tough times.  We are in a 
new building, and we’ve had time to “take a breather.”  But, though not to 
the same degree, this new church has talent and treasure needs.  The 
combined strength of the Body of Christ makes every burden easier to bear.  
We are stronger together, and the more people participating, even though 
each brings his or her own burden, makes each burden lighter.  Think about 
your involvement in your church: does it have the best of your vineyard, your 
brightest light, and the strength of your shoulder? 
 

See you in church, 
Pastor Joe 
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19 Don Wallace 
21 Evelyn Ihrke 
23  Mary Ellinghaus 
25 Connie Wells 
28 Charles Handy 
 Mitchell Thacker 
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 ~ January 2023 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 New Year's Day 
Worship w/Comm,   
                    10:00  
Kids Enrichment 
 

2 New Year's Day  
Observed 

– church office 
closed – 

 

3  
 

4  
 
 

Annual reports 
due in office by 

10 AM 

5  
 

6  
– church office 

closed – 
 

7  
 

8  
Annual Cong. mtg 
BEFORE worship,  
                   10:00 
Worship following  
Kids Enrichment 
 

9  
 

10  
Session mtg, 3:00 

 
Session reports due 

in office by 
12 PM 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
– church office 

closed – 
 

14  
 

15  
Worship, 10:00  
Kids Enrichment 
 

16 Martin Luther  
King Jr. 

 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
– church office 

closed – 
 

21  
 

22  
Worship, 10:00  
Kids Enrichment 
 

23  
 

24  
 
February newsletter 
information due in 
office by 12 PM 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
– church office 

closed – 
 

28  
 

29  
Combined Jazz @ 
Methodist Church,  
                    10:30          
 

30  
 

31  
 

The Annual Congregational/Corporation meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 8 BEFORE worship. 
The meeting will begin at 10:00 AM with worship 
following.  
Livestreaming on Facebook will begin once the 
meeting has concluded. 

Financial FYI… 

Dec. 18:  
    Pledges: $925.00 • Loose: $10.00 • Poinsettia Fund: $30.00 • Take Away Hunger: $11.58 (Total: $37.95) 

Dec. 24: Pledges: $530.00 • Loose: $120.00 • Per Capita: $81.40  
November 2022 Receipts 
General Fund: $7353.00  Loose Offering: $77.00  Per Capita: $81.40  
Benevolence: $65   Other: $12.94    In/Out: $67.00 

Total Receipts: $7656.34 
Total Expenditures: $14,267.53  
Difference: -$6,611.19 
Year-to-Date thru November 2022 
Giving: $88,110.59  
Expenses: $124,086.35 
Difference: -$35,975.76 
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A big thank you to everyone who helped make our Christmas pageant for 2022 possible! The kids were 
great! The parents were so helpful and such good sports! Thanks to Betty Mayer for playing music, Mark 
Mayer for narrating, and Pastor Joe for letting us know it was time to be on stage!    ~ Katie Ghent 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Family,  
 

Thank you for the poinsettia delivered by Deacons Diane Reiff and Deb Hempel. It started me thinking 
about when the first Board of Deacons was organized, as I knew I was one of the first members. Looking 
back at my Certificate of Ordination, the date was 22 May 1988, but I couldn’t remember who the other 
members were except one, so I called Dawn and she did her good detective work.  
 

Rev. Wallarab was a driving force in the desire to establish the Board of Deacons after his installation as 
Pastor in June 1987.  
 

The congregation voted at the January 17, 1988 Annual Meeting to establish a Board of Deacons with 9 
members at terms of 3 years. The first election would be 3 members for 3 years, 3 members for 2 years, 
and 3 members for 1 year. There was a Called Session Meeting held on April 24, 1988 to elect the 
following Deacons: 

• One-year term: Ada Edwards, Hazel Montgomery, Gertrude Whitted 
• Two-year term: Nell Swygard, David Wells, David Ellis 
• Three-year term: Anne Roth, Jack Whitaker, Dell Robinson 

 

We were ordained on May 22, 1988 and our chair person was Gertrude Taylor Whitted, who had been a 
missionary to Puerto Rico and then Egypt in the 1960s. I served many terms over the years and enjoyed 
my time serving.           

~ Nell Swygard 
 

[Additional information from Session Minutes: The initial discussion of organizing a Board of Deacons was 
presented at the January 25, 1987 Annual Congregational Meeting and was tabled. During the September 21, 1987 
Stated Meeting of Session, it was voted to recommend establishing this board to the congregation and to have the 
Nominating Committee prepare a list of list of candidates to fill the positions.] 

                                         
 
 
 
 
 

January 2023 Glad Tidings 

Jan. 1: “From Bethlehem to Rosewood” • Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 
Jan. 8: “A Category 5 God” • Psalm 29; Matthew 3:13-17 
Jan. 15: “A Light to the Nations” • Isaiah 49:1-7; John 1:29-42 
Jan. 22: “Foxhole Faith” • Psalm 27:1, 4-9; Matthew 4:12-23 
Jan. 29: Jazz Service @ First United Methodist Church, 10:30 AM  
 

Upcoming Sermons/Scripture 
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